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I would like to extend my thanks to the Board 
of Catholic Charities. Their hard work and genuine concern 


were vital to the program and the children. 


And I would like to thank my staff who have 
worked with love and dedication and without whom Marydale 


would be an idea and not a fact. 


Wm. Vercauteren, M.S.S.W. 
Director of Treatment Services 
December 31, 1972. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 
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RECREATION 
1. Shop 


With our added space and equipment the program is becoming 
quite successful. Articles produced by the children are used 
as gifts and decorating items. 


2. Arts and Crafts are becoming more popular. Candle making 
and plaster moulds hold special interest for the staff and 
children. We made use of community facilities and staff for 
Arts & Crafts in addition to our own program. 


3. Sports are used for diversion, teaching co-operation, and 
providing exercise. Our hockey team and banquet was well 
received by parents, children and staff, and we hope to make 
it an annual affair. Community teams for Lacrosse, baseball 
were successful. 


4. Cubs and Guides - Children learn co-operation with other 
children and are exposed to more "normal" children in super- 
vised recreation, 


5. Community programs such as arts and crafts, organized 
Swimming lessons, movies (matinee and drive-in), hockey games, 
the circus, etc., are used extensively. The children are 
occupied, entertained, and exposed to a lot of activities and 
other children. 


6. Cottage programs include puzzles, story teling (staff 
reading and tapes) chess, cards, playing records, listening 
to piano, Christmas caroling, floor hockey, baking, etc. 
The children appear pleased with these programs. Birthday 
parties and decorating for Christmas, Hallowe'en, etc., are 
also part of the cottage programs. 


7% Clubs 
a. Camera - The children took photographs, developed 
and enlarged prints. This may provide future hobbies 
and expanded areas of experience and interest. 


b. Rifle Club - A pellet gun was purchased to use in 
proper gun safety. 
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c. Archery - a bow and arrows were purchased. The club 
was active in the fall and we expect it to increase 
with winter and spring. 


d. Snow-shoeing - became one of our most active clubs. 
Snow shoes were provided by the Separate School 
system and children of all ages and both sexes 
went on day trips to Elk Island Park, Whitemud Creek, 
etc. 


CAMPING 

We broke with the tradition in which all the children 
attended camp for two weeks in August. We tried small group 
camping and experimented with different size of groups, 
different age mixtures, different sites, and various periods of 
time. Basically we had two types of camps - back pack-hiking 
camps, and developed site camps. 


During the spring and summer our children and staff went to 
Waterton National Park, Kananakis, Jasper National Park, Elk 
Island National Park, Wabamum, Nordegg and various other sites. 
Usually there were four children and one staff. The children 
cooked their own food and kept the camp clean, cut fire wood, 
etc. The camps were usually for four days and each child 
camped a total of 7 - 20 days during the year, depending on age, 
home visits, interest, etc. 


HEALTH PROGRAM 

Our half-time nurse continues to provide excellent care and 
reports. With her handling all medical appointments and 
reports we find the health, medication, and accidents well 
taken care of. Accident forms help assure prompt and 
professional attention. Our records are much appreciated by 
the schools, parents, and social workers. The nurse's aid 
in staff training and supervision is valuable in providing 
good care of the children and confidence in our workers. 


RELIGION 

This Fall has seen the beginning of a religion program, 
Because of the problems and mental age of the children the 
program is very basic. Mr. Wallace who studied at Trinity 
College in Ireland is teaching basic Bible studies. By taking 
such an approach we can acquaint the children with the 
foundations of all Christian religions without violating any 
parent's or child's right to his own system of beliefs. 


-_ }- -_: 


a $ 


dsfo-off .beeatozsq STOW 


oenetpni of TL josgxe. ow bag fist” ; +. ok evitos asw. 
spaixge bas totaiw-diiw, ; 


_adulo ovitoa teem wwo Mo ene omaped =. piteodeawone « 
Loorloe oraxaqe? ont. yd bebivorg stew esoda wone. 
esxee tied bas. sags Is. To netbiido bas meteye 
isaxd bumod id’ Are baslel ALS of eqgits ysb so thew 
| ote 
OMT 


neublito ont ifs dotdw af mottibsxs ont fitiw exoid s 

quorg {lame beLrat oW ~teuouA at esteaw ows Tok gaiss Debs 
_aquexg 10. ste troxetisb doiw betnemiusgxe bas ont 

t90 ehoireq awottev Bae , eet? tngxettih ,2stusxia ses tai 
onirkinieiosg kosd = eqaso to eaquy ow? bad ow wlisoiess vs 

| .eqaso ete beqoleveb bas. ;' 


4+ ¢eow Yuete bas sotbiido syo sxommve bas patuqe edt paix 
4£8 .2ixs9 Janette zegqest. ,2iaisnsnsa .4asg Esnoitei aos: 
.2otte ustite evortsy has pesbion ,mvaisdsa ArT lanoktsi B: 
neabiirlo elt .Ykata ano bas metbiido “okt otew sreds vi 
.boow arti tuo ,aselo gman ont tase bas hoot swo aienis 5 
slido dose bts agab wot to wlisuew ezew equso oat 
905 mo poikbnoeqeh ,teay ons paimub eysb OS ~ ¥ So Istot s b 
Loge, .feetetak, .etietv 


bas exs9 inetigoxe sbtvoxg at eenatimos 9eaNAa omit-it1s 
bas etnontatoggs Lsotbem Lis pailibash aed MiW 27 
ffow etnebioss base .nottsotbom ,.azised ons bark ow ef 
hia Sqomotq eusaas giod emtor tnebiooA .ta S189 

yd betsioszqqs doum ets #b1o099% QO .nokiaests Lanoles 
bis e'semwo sft .etedtxow teiooe Bas .etnateq « eLoons 
okbiverg ak eldsuisv ak noigivisque bas paimiezs Tis 
.2xeiew tuo ak sonebitaco Sas aesblido sd? to sexs: 


.wweeigorg featpiis1 & Te eninniged ef? | ead Lis’ 
eft nexbiido edt to eps Latasat bas ams ehtto 9: 


qtinizT ta boibute onw soslleW .3M .otesd Ytev at oy 
pnitst ya .eskbute oidta otead patdoset ef basietl at o 
adit rtiw aexblido oft jaksupes 9 OM posotggs a 

yrs paitsloiv suorstiw anoipifer astvetudd ffs * 
.@teiled to metaye avo ecd of tedpit e'biido zo 2" 


ane 


VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

Mrs. Lehman has centinued co-ordinating the program. She 
recruits, screens, selects, assigns and supervises five 
families and five individuals working with our children. 

Tasks by volunteers include coaching our hockey team, teaching 
figure skating, guitar lessons, camping trips, weekend outings, 
arts and crafts, etc. I feel this is a very valuable program 
and feel we have one of the most developed programs in Alberta. 
The volunteers are all unpaid and donate much in terms of love, 
time and money. Cne couple became so attached to a child they 
approached the Department of Social Development to apply for 
foster care for that child. 


GROUP LIVING 

This aspect of Marydale remains as the basic core of our 
treatment program. Our present staff are very enthusiastic 
and competent. During this year I am proud to annouce we 

have eliminated our holding rooms and now function without any 
locked facilities of any kind. The occasional uncontrollable 
child is now contained by holding the child until the rage or 
danger to himself and others passes. Without a philosophical 
commitment and competent staff such a change would not be 
possible. 


During the year we have attempted to "warm" the living areas 
by decorating the cottages in mellow shades of colors, pictures, 
etc. The placement of our piano in the cottage with the young 
children has proven to be no problem in terms of damage and 
adds greatly to staff morale, and the children's enjoyment of 
music. It also demonstrates adults can be soft and sensitive 
in their music and playing which many children otherwise might 
not know. 


CASE WORK 

This fall two part-time case workers were added to the staff. 
This was made possible by the increase in per diem rates. 
Rather than look for a full time person which takes time, it was 
decided to hire two part-time men. By working evenings they 


are available to the parents who need them. By being profession- 


al and experienced, little time is needed for supervision. The 
Situation is satisfactory at this time and a full time person 
will be hired when an experienced, qualified person is found. 


The group meetings held last spring have been discontinued for 
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professional reasons. The nature of the parents and their 
problems make individual case work a better mode of operation. 
Presently the case work is with parents but casework with 
individual children may begin soon. 


SCHOOL 
We have had great co-operation from all of the school 
personnel. The administration of both systems have aided us 


greatly in the placement, testing, and feedback on our children. 


The principals and teachers have been very co-operative in 
helping us in our meetings. 


We used the following schools in 1972: 


McKee Cee  asrns 

St. Martins Delton 

Parkallen Emmanuel Lutheran Brethern 
Kindergarten 


Our Marydale school is extremely successful due to the quality 
and dedication of our teacher Mary Zielinski. Her work with 
two of our learning disability children is especially 
commendable. The number of children in her class is small 

but the children are so diverse in ability that the task of 
teaching them all is tremendous. We ran a summer school for 
four weeks, two hours a day for eight children. The children 
loved school and were begging to get in each day. Those 
children not allowed to go (because they didn't need the 

extra help) felt a little jealous. 


CHAUFFEUR 

This year we hired a part-time driver, which insures proper 
and safe transportation, and frees child care staff for 
individual work with the children. 


oi 


: - 2. i “ai : 
- & : it :. 7 
a =. - a _ 


siedt ons. ate } apie peat a * i j e280 Riana 
maeadrey oO — ya = ee — erry ia ee perk res te 
xcwe - - ae iis aglaw Ebb tv 
an oe Coe 
ay eke deeeeeie ub 


74 _ ; : 

foodse ent to fa ; sOt% moktStegqo-od: % a0 bed ove 

ey bebis oval amereu2 to aotzaysetakabs sxsetaiobs ~ \fenne 
noxbfida uo mo dosdbes? bas .paisest aeinenta mathe uke 


“HE svi?cxragqo«o0 wrov nesd sved exostoses ‘hns. elaqgtonitc 
. ei otra ktoem tons ant ond 


ehh ak sinaloes oniwol fot braid ve" 


antiso . Yel 
fot i oG | aanecit 
reedtoxt astonsul feunsriad - 4 rol te 
ast tsp xsbatn : 


yiifeup oft of smb tuteessove ylomensxe af ~eenne otabyxst 
dtiw sxow 16H .txantieis yreM tedoset aso I nobrsoibsl 
ulintoeqas al nerhiids wilidseib eainsssl wwo %X 

Lisme =t easio red di norblido to todmum ott. ealdsiuts 

to eat eriy tedd ytilids ot eerevib oF sis) feebiide on: 
yo% fantioe toute s aox oW ,euobmomors ef Cis merit nis 
yoxrbfidg sat .aestbiide Mipte rot esb es exvotl owt , slsow 
azulf  .web dose ni tee 0? origoesd stew hoe foorce | 

eit been t'abth vers oausoed) og of bewolls ton nti 
— veabalibean a tier hate 


. 7 of ¥ a 

toed Yq #omment dotsw , tevith msds - 6 Detid ow r469y 
int Midte auso Bikdo geek bas ,moltsrxzogenss] ets 
nen Lido ot atiw axow Isubti 


rh ie 


woe Ae ee ae A ON I ONY G 


A. COURSES AND CONFERENCES 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


Five staff were allowed toc attend tle Fritz Redl 
Conference in May. Fees and expenses were covered. The 
conference was useful to all in attendance. 


One agency representative attended the Northwest Child 
Welfare Conference in Seattle. 


The Recreation Director attended a month long course on 


Recreation Therapy at Ponoka this fall. 


The volunteer co-ordinatcr is taking a three credit 
University of Alberta course on volunteers. 


B. SEMINARS 


1. 


An authority on child care and mental health provided a 
one day seminar for child care and housekeeping staff. Two 
department workers were invited. 


Dr. Wojcicki continues to have monthly discussions on 
topics of interest to child care staff. 


Staff have attended the Communications Lab given by the 
Community Psychiatry Personnel. 


The nurse attended a week seminar at the General Hospital 
to receive more information on the care of diabetic children. 


C. MEETINGS 


Ee 


4, 


Each Tuesday, Dr. Wojcicki, Sister Celestine and staff 
hold meetings on children. Topics are sometimes specific 
to an individual child but often are of general psychiatric 
interest. 


The meetings of the Alberta Association of Child Care 
Centres are attended by administrative and child care 
staff. 


Weekly unit meetings cf cottage staff have helped work out 
treatment plans for the children and have improved 


communication. 


The Director attended a meeting on the Worth Report. 


bs 
teach eal NE 
eit .bezsvos etow = en Ey > yn ie a - ys i) 90 ry girot 


. oor we ‘p fi tre a : Ww 92 ro 19% 
, — a7 ? = in eel ce nme 7 ~ 


mo 922105 onel dtnom 6 £ ret, a 297% 7 pt so1D951 9 
ifs ist a $8 yqstent solsss* 


tibezs eeii! 6 aise a lier ite. 9 
s@teetaniov ao adel es: Wiiaxev 
cn 

8 bobivoig Mise fathom bas euao BhEdo no sega 


owl ,tist2 ymkqooteevod bas stae bEEMS xo% 2s yab 
|  keHat ern exeiion Jaan 


: oo enoteaune th vidtaon eved of totow . 
| .Tiste 9x45 blido c [Xo a2 
sit yd nevtp dad enotssotaunmod en 8 evar =Ax8 
-iennos Ss Lens 


istigeoH (sirens) od te reninee onatoaenotat S30 ; g2ayn 3. 
-astbk tro ott eds.tb to o1ad efit no + stom evisost 


nd Med wive-« — 

tiate bas anttesisd I9J# bint md «MabeouT lo. 
3ktiosge eamitemoe 1s 25k (mo epaiicom 5. 
siutsiitoyed Iszeney to os nosso 3 & Laubiv. rs 
~~ a 7 -t29%9: 


9269 bitdo bra ovis: 


tite en beqlsd vst thete ost: 
bevorgmi ovsd bra nom 


~ 8 «= 


OTHER 


Abe 


The nurse has given instruction in first aid to our staff. 
Treatment for shock and mouth to mouth resusitation were 
covered. In addition she has instructed camping staff on 
treatment of sun stroke, frostbite, etc. She also explains 
the administration of drugs (for our brain damaged, 
epileptic and diabetic children) to our staff. 


The staff have requested a more formal learning situation. 
Books have been obtained and courses (equivalent toa 
University course) will be given in Developmental Psychology; 
Marriage and the Family; and Theories of Personality. 


A staff handbook has been developed te aid in orientation 
and provide a written statement of agency policy. 


We have continued to add to our staff library. Professional 
books on child care, psychology and mental illness are 

Slowly being added to aid the staff in their understanding 
of the child, the parents and themselves. 


We have also added numerous books on Arts & Crafts and 
Shop, to design projects for the children on their level. 


Marydale provided field placements for four students from 
Grant MacKkwan Community College. We feel this is our 
obligation to the professional community to uphold and upgrade 
child care standards 


Field trips by psychiatric interns, nurses and Grant 
MacEwan students were common throughout the year. 


We used community and paid consultants throughout the year. 
We especially thank Mrs. Jacqueline Chalifoux, our dietetian, 
and the special departments of child placement of both 
school systems, for their aid to staff development, and 
their help in proper care for our children. 
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BUILDING 


ia 


The shop and the arts and crafts programs have been 
moved into the former Chapel. 


The former shop room is now central storage. 


The two rooms previously used for Arts & Crafts are 
offices. 


The "quiet"! (or "holding" or "therapy") rooms have been 
eliminated. One is being used as a locker-room for 
hockey equipment. The other is used as a small playroom. 


Closets in each cottage previously used for storage of 
housecleaning supplies are now used for sporting equip- 
ment and camping equipment storage. 


Painting 

a. Two cottage kitchens 
b. Laundry room 

e. Iwo offices 


OUTSIDE IMPROVEMENTS 


1. Garbage disposal units were moved out of sight behind the 
garage. 

2. Three picnic tables were constructed for outside use for 
ALts «© Ciat ts and picnics, 

3. The old playhouse was moved from behind the school to 
the playground. It has been repainted. 

4. The area between the school and garage was graded and 
sod ordered for next Spring. 

5. The hockey rink boards were re-painted. 

EQUIPMENT 

1. Shop 


a. An eight inch table saw 

b. An industrial vacuum cleaner 

c. A hotplate and pots for candle making 
d. An electric jig saw 

ee. An electric. driaii 

f. An electric rotor 
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Camping 

a. A light-weight, back packing, five-man nylon tent 

b. Five down-filled sleeping bags 

c. Five back packs 

Safety 

a. Fire extinguisher for the agency vehicle. 

b. Heat detectors and automatic door closers have 
been ordered. This will bring us into compliance 
with the new fire regulations, 

c. Automatic fire extinguishers for the stove and the 
qeep fryer. 

General 

a. A used desk was purchased. 

b. A braided rug for the waiting room. 

c. A swag lamp for the children's living room. 

d. Various dishes, etc., as replacement items, 

e. A charccal barbeque. . 

f. A larger snow blower 

g. A new riding lawn mower. 

Sports 

a. A used skate sharpener 

b. A new gym mat (5 x 10) 

c. A set of hockey jerseys 

d. A broom ball set 

e. Varmous used skates and hockey sticks, etd. 
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January 16, 1973 


RE: SOCIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE AND THE MARYDALE TREATMENT 
CENTRE FOR EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED CHILDREN. 


A a ee ee re Ue pe ed AE en a 


The encicsed report may save the Committee time which 
might otherwise be used in listening to a brief, 


of theusends of dollars in our Alberta budget for social welfar 
or development. 


There appear to be new directions for several hundreds 
3 e 


it seems that these are being ccensidered in 
shutting out yet another private organization (Mar; 2 
added to the list of those shut down by the preceding Socreds. 


If this be so, the enclosed 1972 report of the Director 
of the Marydaie home for treatment of emotionally disturbed children 


x s 
contains an essentiel and short sunmary cf most important facts. 


For your quick veading of the essentials, the report 
starts at page 3. (Pages 1 and 2 are at the end.) 


. . 


Of outstanding significance are:- 
pages 


a7 2 
The simple statistics on nege 10. 
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January 16, 1973 
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Particularly with regard to the 'blue paper' prepared 
by the departmental staff (Health and Social Development) I 
would be glad to provide any further explanation or information 
you might wish before reaching a final decision. 


Yours very truly, 


Gerard Amerongen., 


cc.~ Honourable Premier Peter Lougheed 
fembers of the Social Planning Committee of the Cabinet 
Me Davidekine Mig eAG 


Mr. Ian Sh at 


Mr. Thomas Maccagno 


